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Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake thee,

till thou be destroyed: because thou hearkenedst not unto the voice of the L-rd thy G-d, to
keep His commandments and his statutes which He commanded thee.  And they shall be
upon thee for asign and for awonder, and upon thy seed for ever. Because thou servedst
not the L-rd thy G-d with joyfulness and with gladness of heart for the abundance of

all things. Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the L-rd shall send against
thee in hunger and in thirst and in nakedness and in want of all things and he shall put a
yoke of iron upon thy neck until He has destroyed thee. Deuter onomy 28:45-48
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Who ishethat isrich? Hewho rgjoicesin hislot, asit is said: when thou eatest of the
labour of thy hands, happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. Happy shalt thou
be - inthisworld, and it shall be well with thee- in the world to come. Avos4:1
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R. Huna said in the name of Rav citing R. Meir, and so it was taught in the name of R.
Akiva: A man should always accustom himself to say * ‘Whatever the All-Merciful does
isfor good’, [as exemplified in] the following incident. R. Akivawas once going along
the road and he came to a certain town and looked for lodgings but was everywhere
refused. He said ‘Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor good’, and he went and spent the
night in the open field. He had with him arooster, a donkey and alamp. A gust of wind
came and blew out the lamp, a weasel came and ate the rooster, alion came and ate the
donkey. He said: ‘Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor good’. The same night some
brigands came and carried off the inhabitants of the town. He said to them: Did | not say
to you, ‘Whatever the All-Merciful doesisfor the good. Berachos 60b
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We are fortunate. How good is our portion, how pleasant our lot, and how beautiful our
heritage! Liturgy
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This teaches you that the Divine Presence rests [upon] man] neither through gloom, nor
through sloth, nor through frivolity, nor through levity, nor through talk, nor through idle
chatter, save through a matter of joy in connection with a precept, asit is said, But now
bring me aminstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the
Lord came upon him. Rab Judah said: And it islikewise thus for a matter of halachah.
Rabasaid: And it islikewise thus for agood dream. But that is not so, for R. Giddal said
in Rab's name: If any scholar sits before his teacher and hislips do not drip bitterness,
they shall be burnt, for itissaid, hislips are aslilies[shoshanim], dropping liquid myrrh
[mor'ober]: read not mor'ober, but mar'ober [dropping bitterness]; read not shoshanim but
sheshonin [that study]? Thereis no difficulty: the former applies to the teacher; the latter
to the disciple. Alternatively, both refer to the teacher, yet there is no difficulty: the one
means before he commences; the other, after he commences. Even as Rabbah before he
commenced [his discourse] before the scholars used to say something humorous, and the
scholars were cheered; after that he sat in awe and began the discourse. Shabbos 30b
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R. Zutrab. Tobiah further said in the name of Rav: What is the meaning of the verse. He
hath made everything beautiful in itstime? It teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He,
made every man's trade seem finein his own eyes. R. Papa said: This agrees with the
popular saying: Hang the heart of apalm tree on apig, and it will do the usual thing with
it. Berachos43b



