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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. What was the purpose of the ten plagues?
2. Why was straw an essential ingredient in making bricks?

3. Explainthe arrangement of the ten plagues, their similarities and
their differences.

4.  Why did Moses delay the onset of the plague of the mixture of
noxious animals (arov) until the next day?

5.  Why did the plagues of lice and boils come without a prior
warning?

This and much more will be addressed in the sixth lecture of this series:
"The Ten Plagues - Part One",

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in
mind as you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to
these questions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you
answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a
powerful tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish
History. Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the
outline, we advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it, as well, as a handy reference guide and for quick
review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the memory
of Mr. Joseph Blumenkehl iy



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series X1V Lecture #6

THE TEN PLAGUES: PART ONE

l. Moshe and Aaron’s First Meeting With Pharaoh
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And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel; And
Aaron spoke all the words which the L-rd had spoken to Moses, and did the signs in the sight of
the people. And the people believed; and when they heard that the L-rd had visited the people of
Israel, and that He had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and prostrated
themselves, in worship. And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus said
the L-rd G-d of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast for Me in the wilderness.
And Pharaoh said, Who is the L-rd, that | should obey His voice to let Israel go? | know not the
L-rd, nor will | let Israel go. And they said, The G-d of the Hebrews has met with us; let us go,
we pray you, three days journey into the desert, and sacrifice to the L-rd our G-d; lest He fall
upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. And the king of Egypt said to them, Why do you,
Moses and Aaron, take the people from their works? Go you to your burdens. Exodus 4:29-31,
5:1-4
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And afterward: The meaning is, “After the many words that were exchanged regarding this.” It
seems that Moshe and Aaron attempted to convince the elders that they also go to Pharaoh, but it
was to no avail. Moses and Aaron went in: by themselves, as the people did not have the faith
needed to motivate them to risk their lives to go unto Pharaoh. We have already explained that
the Divine promise that the elders would go [to Pharaoh together with Moshe and Aaron] was
contingent on [the promise], “they will listen to your voice,” [i.e. when Moshe was the only one
speaking,] as the Divine presence would then speak through the throat of Moshe. This was not
the case when they were only hearing the voice of Aaron. For that reason the entire order of
things was changed. And afterward M oses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus said
the L-rd G-d of Israel, Let my people go: [The way they expressed themselves now] is
different from what G-d originaly told Moshe, (“The L-rd G-d of the Hebrews has met with us;
and now let us go, we beseech you, three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice
to the L-rd our G-d”). Originadly G-d told Moshe that they should say [to Pharaoh] that because
G-d had appeared unto us through the revelation of the Shechina (Divine presence) we are
making a request to sacrifice before Him. However, because the elders themselves did not come
on that day, Moshe and Aaron [in the absence of the elders] could not say that they (the entire
Jewish people) are all making a request to go and sacrifice in the desert because G-d appeared
unto them. For that reason they initiated a different approach, that G-d had told them that they
tell Pharaoh, that a specific command was issued to him, that he send out My people ... The
G-d of the Hebrews has met with us; let us go, we pray you, three days journey into the
desert, and sacrifice to the L-rd our G-d; lest He fall upon us with pestilence, or with the
sword: The meaning is thus: Moshe and Aaron understood that Pharaoh misunderstood their
intentions by the fact that he said, " Nor will | let Israel go.” The implication is that the request
was specifically made only for the prestigious [of the nation] (which is implied by the usage of
the term, “Isragl”) . . . that they gather together and make a celebration in the presence of G-d.
Pharaoh understood this to be so for two reasons. First of all, by the fact that [Moshe and Aaron]
said, “the G-d of Israel,” and not, “the G-d of Jacob.” And secondly, the implication of the
expression, “That they may hold a feast (celebration) for Me (in My presence),” which implies
rejoicing with dancing, asit stated in Chagiga 10b, “ Thus said the Compassionate One, eat, drink



Series X1V 3 Lecture #6

and celebrate before Me.” . . . The term, “celebrate in My presence,” implies that they “rejoice
with trembling” as one stands in the presence of G-d and rejoices. This is impossible (to rejoice
while feeling the awe of G-d's presence) for the masses, [but rather only for the spiritually
advanced]. . . . Since Pharaoh understood [Moshe's request] in this manner, he did not become
angry, as this did not involve a cessation of labor, as the spiritually advanced were few in
number and not workers. For that reason, they repeated their request and expressed it differently,
“G-d of the Hebrews has met with us.” When He spoke with us, He referred to Himself as the
G-d of the Hebrews. And this is the implication of the word, nikra, when it is written with an
aleph, [i.e. referred to Himself as such (i.e. the G-d of the Hebrews), rather than appeared to us).

. The term, ‘Hebrew’ implies even a lesser stature than ‘Jacob’, i.e. a person who is of
diminished stature and coarse, but he is nonetheless a descendant of the Hebrews. . . . The truth
is that there were two statements that G-d made. The first statement was made specifically for
the spiritually advanced that they should celebrate for My sake. The second statement was made
specifically for the spiritually impoverished of the nation. The implication of the phrase, “And
we will sacrifice unto Hashem, our G-d,” is that they will sacrifice unto Hashem, despite the fact
that they will not celebrate in the presence of Hashem. He also stated in the name of G-d, “Let us
please travel a distance of three days in the desert,” which clearly implies that they will return
afterwards. This is what Pharaoh understood during the whole period of the plagues. At the
plague of the noxious animals Moshe repeated this to Pharaoh, “We will go three days journey
into the wilderness, and sacrifice etc,” But all of this was before the plague of the darkness,
before those of limited faith had died out, a period when there were many who could be
described as, “Hebrews.” After the plague of darkness, however, when the spiritually corrupt had
died out in those three days of darkness, and all those that remained had aready grown
spiritually throughout this period, as will be explained further on (Ex. 6:6), at the time of the
plague of the first born, Moshe expressed himself to Pharaoh in the manner that Hashem had
spoken to him beforehand [Exodus] 4:22, “Thus said the L-rd, Israel is My son, My firstborn.
And | say to you, ‘Let My son go, that he may serve Me etc’.” At that time, the statement, “Thus
said the L-rd G-d of Israel, Let My people go, that they may hold a celebration for Me,” was
ready to be fulfilled. The other statement, “A three days journey,” was no longer applicable.
Pharaoh understood this quite well. He therefore completely sent them out forever. The people of
Egypt, however, didn’t know any of this, asit will be explained in Parshas Bo. Go you to your
burdens: Because he understood that Moshe and Aaron were burdened with work on behalf of
the community, he told them to return to their burdens on behalf of the welfare of the
community, but not for matters [which Pharaoh deemed to be] of falsehood. Sefer Haamek
Davar, ibid.

. Pharaoh Tightens his Grip
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And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and you make them rest from
their burdens. And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task masters of the people, and their
officers, saying, Y ou shall no more give the people straw to make bricks, astill now; let them go
and gather straw for themselves. And the quantity of the bricks, which they did make till now,
you shall lay upon them; you shall not diminish anything of it; for they are idle; therefore they
cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our G-d. Let there more work be laid upon the men, that
they may labor in it; and let them not regard vain words. And the task masters of the people went
out, and their officers, and they spoke to the people, saying, Thus said Pharaoh, | will not give
you straw. Go, get straw where you can find it; yet nothing of your work shall be diminished. So
the people scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw. And the
task masters hurried them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.
And the officials of the people of Israel, which Pharaoh’s task masters had set over them, were
beaten, and demanded, Why have you not fulfilled your task in making bricks both yesterday and
today, as till now? Then the officers of the people of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, saying,
Why do you deal thus with your servants? There is no straw given to your servants, and they say
to us, Make bricks; and, behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your own people.
But he said, You are idle, you are idle; therefore you say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the L-rd.
Go therefore now, and work; for there shal no straw be given you, yet shall you deliver the
guantity of bricks. And the officers of the people of Israel saw that they were in evil plight, after
it was said, You shall not diminish from your [allotment] of bricks for your daily task. Exodus
5:5-19
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And Pharaoh commanded the same day [the task masters of the people, and their officers,
saying, You shall no more give the people straw to make bricks, astill now; let them go and
gather straw for themselves]. (Ex. 5:6-7): This teaches us that the evil one (Pharaoh) didn’'t
hold himself back from acting terribly with them. This was the fourth decree [he made against
them]. And the task masters (hanogsim) hurried them, saying, [Fulfil your works, your
daily tasks, as when there was straw]. (Ibid 5:13): These were Egyptians. The shotrim
(officers) were the elders of Isragl. You shall no more give the people straw to make bricks,
as till now; let them go and gather straw for themselves. And the quantity of the bricks,
[which they did make till now, you shall lay upon them]. (I1bid. 5:7-8): From here we learn
that each one had a specific quantity of bricks which they were required to make. Towards this
goal he first spoke to them gently [and encouraged them] to use all their strength to make bricks
and to show off their capabilites. According to the amount that they made the first day did he
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decree that they should make constantly . . . . Let there morework belaid upon the men, [that
they may labor in it; and let them not regard vain words]. (Ibid. 5:9): This teaches us that
they had scrolls in their possession with which they would become refreshed every week, from
one Shabbos to the next. It contained the message that the Holy One, blessed be He, would
redeem them. Because they rested on Shabbos, Pharaoh said to [the task masters]: Let there
more work be laid upon the men, that they may labor in it; and let them not regard vain
words, i.e. they shouldn't become refreshed and they shouldn’t rest on Shabbos. Midrash
Shemos Rabbah 5:18
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[So the people scattered throughout all the land of Egypt] to gather stubble instead of
straw. (Exodus 5:12): Stubble is that which remains in the ground after reaping. Straw is that
which is reaped, as is stated in Tosephos Bava Metzia 103a. The Israglites understood that they
should go out to the fields and uproot the stubble and make from it straw, as, as a whole, they
were not able to purchase it. Haamek Davar, ibid.
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And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh; And
they said to them, The L-rd look upon you, and judge; because you have made us loathsome in
the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us.
Exodus 5:20-21
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And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way (Ibid.): This was an act of specia
Divine Providence. The truth is that Moshe wasn't in Egypt during this whole time, as Ramban
states in the name of the Mechilta, for he returned his wife and children back to Midian, and
Aaron [wouldn’t] do anything by himself. At that moment, the Holy One, blessed be He,
summoned Moshe and Aaron to meet the men whose speech was with such passion. Thiswas a
test for Moshe to see how much he could bear without harboring doubts about the way Hashem
conducted the world (midosov). The L-rd look . . . (Exodus 5:21): According to R. Avraham
ibn Ezra, the explanation is that, “Hashem should see to it that the afflictions of our souls and the
violence that was perpetrated against us should be upon you.” The Targum Onkelos, however,
trandates this, “May Hashem revea Himself to you and extract punishment.” They said it, then,
in a respectful manner, i.e. may Hashem reveal His glory upon you. Even though they believed
that Hashem had already revealed Himself to them and they had related His words, nonetheless,
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they suspected that they had not been careful in reciting over His words. For that reason they
said that Hashem should reveal Himself to them a second time and rebuke them for having made
them loathsome . . . Haamek Davar, | bid.

. M oshe Pleads on Behalf of his People
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And Moses returned to the L-rd, and said, L-rd, why have You done evil to this people? Why
have You sent me? For since | came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this
people; neither have You saved Your people at all. And the L-rd said to Moses, Now shall you
seewhat | will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand
shall he drive them out of hisland. Exodus 5:22-23, 6:1
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Behold, the reasons why Hashem sent Moshe to Pharaoh so that he send out the [Jewish peoplé€]
by his own free will, rather than Hashem taking them out with a mighty hand without Pharaoh’s
consent, are twofold: First of al, the four hundred years had not yet been completed. Hashem
redeemed them before the time that their [sentence of] servitude had been completed and
[therefore] He wasn't able to take them out without Pharaoh [first] telling them, “Now you are
freemen,” thereby granting them [the necessary] permission to leave. The second reason is that
Hashem wanted His Name to be sanctified in the eyes of all through the plagues, the signs and
the miracles. It was necesary that this be done through Moshe, who warned him before every
plague and informed him when they would arrive and when they would leave through his
(Moshe's) intervention. Through this, they recognized that there is a G-d who rules over
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everything, a righteous Judge. . . . Behold Moshe first argued, based upon the first explanation,
“L-rd, why have you done evil to this people?” (Exodus 5:22) And if you are going to say that
it was because the time [of servitude] had not yet been completed and | added to them additional
hardships so that the intensity of the hardships would complete the number of years, which is the
opinion of some of the commentators, then, “Why have you sent me?” If the hardships of the
slavery completed the number of years, there was no need to send an emissary to Pharaoh. They
would be ready, then, to leave on their own with an outstretched hand after they had completed
their period of servitude. For since | came to Pharaoh: In other words, if You [counter this
argument and] say that [although] the second line of reasoning is [basically] correct, that the
hardship of the servitude would complete the number of years, but, nonetheless, an emissary was
necessary to warn [Pharaoh] about the plagues and in order that he realize that it came through
the power of Hashem, through His ability and might, to this [Moshe] replied, “Behold since |
came to Pharaoh to speak in Y our name, Y ou did bad to them and didn’t save Y our people. If so,
it isn’'t enough that You didn't inform the nations of Your strength, but aso Your name is
despised through this.” And the L-rd said to Moses, ‘Now shall you see what | will do to
Pharaoh.” (Ex. 6:1): In other words, for this redemption special preparation was needed in order
[to insure] that the time of the salvation of Israel would arrive. Preparations were also needed in
order to see to it that the time had arrived for Pharaoh and his people to be punished for their
evil. At the moment, Israel was still lacking the merit [for redemption] and Pharaoh hadn’t filled
his quota of sinswhich would warrant his punishment. Through the hardship of this last [episode
of] davery (the impossible quota of bricks) the quota of the suffering and burdens of Israel had
been met, as well as the quota of the evil of Pharaoh. Not only did he not listen to the voice of
Hashem, but also he increased their suffering in order to anger Him. Also, the evil of Egypt
became known, as they assisted in the evil. . . . Commentary of Malbim, Exodus 5:22-6:1
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And G-d spoke to Moses, and said to him, | am the L-rd; And | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, by the name of G-d Al-mighty, but by My name, The L-rd, was | not known to
them. And | have also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the
land of their sojourning, in which they sojourned. And | have also heard the groaning of the
people of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in davery; and | have remembered my covenant.
Therefore say to the people of Israel, | am the L-rd, and | will bring you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians, and | will rid you from their davery, and | will redeem you with a
outstretched arm, and with great judgments; And | will take you to Me for a people, and | will be
to you a G-d; and you shall know that | am the L-rd your G-d, who brings you out from under the
burdens of the Egyptians. And | will bring you in to the land, concerning which | sworeto giveit
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and | will give it to you for a heritage; | am the L-rd. And
Moses spoke so to the people of Isragl; but they listened not to Moses because of their anguished
spirit, and because of the cruel slavery. Exodus 6:2-9
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And the L-rd spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh shall speak to you, saying,
Show a miracle; then you shall say to Aaron, Take your rod, and throw it before Pharaoh, and it
shall become a serpent. And Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and they did as the L-rd had
commanded; and Aaron threw down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it
became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; now the magicians
of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For they threw down every man
his rod, and they became serpents; but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. And Pharaoh
hardened his heart, that he listened not to them; as the L-rd had said. Exodus 7:8-13
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And it shall become a serpent: The first of the miraculous signs that he showed Pharach was
that of the serpent (tanin), which is asnake. Thisis how the Holy One, blessed be He, [described
it] when he told Moshe [in preparation of] the plague of blood, “And [take] the staff that turned
into asnake.” (Exodus 7:15) The reason it turned into a snake rather than into other animals such
as a horse, or an ox, or alion or a wolf, is that the snake sinned and made Chava (Eve) sin
through its speech. So too, Pharaoh, the evil, sinned through his speech, for he said (Exodus 5:2),
“Who isthe L-rd, that | should obey His voiceto let Israel go? | know not the L-rd, nor will | let
Israel go.” Because of this, the first of the miraculous signs was the snake, to hint to him that he
would be punished for his sin, as the snake had been punished. . . . The reason that Scripture
used the term serpent (tanin) [rather than snake (nahash)], is because Pharaoh is referred to as
tanin (serpent) as in (Ezekiel 29:3), “Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great crocodile (serpent) that
lies in the midst of his streams . . .” With this He hinted to him, just as the staff of Aaron
swallowed up their staffs, so too, the Holy One, blessed be He, will swallow up Pharaoh and his
armies at the Red Sea. Rabbainu Bachya, Exodus 7:10

IV.  The Plagues Begin
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And the L-rd said to Moses, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, he refuses to let the people go. Go to
Pharaoh in the morning; 1o, he goes out to the water; and you shall stand by the river’'s brink
until he comes; and the rod which was turned to a serpent shall you take in your hand. And you
shall say to him, The L-rd G-d of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, Let my people go, that
they may serve Me in the wilderness; and, behold, till now you would not hear. Thus said the
L-rd, In this you shall know that | am the L-rd; behold, | will strike with the rod that is in my
hand upon the waters which are in the river, and they shall be turned to blood. And the fish that
isin the river shall die, and the river shall reek; and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink water of
theriver. Exodus 7:14-18
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The plagues consisted of three separate series, asit is stated (quoted in the Pesach Seder), “Rabbi
Y ehudah gave an mnemonic acronym: detzach, adash, bachav.” The last plague, which was the
plague of the first born, was [actually] not part of these series, for its purpose was [to compel
Pharaoh to] send out the Jews, and to that he finally acquiesced. The purpose of the other
plagues, however, was to let the whole world know that there is a G-d, that He supervises the
world, and that He has unparalleled powers. In every series [of plagues], the first two plagues
came with a warning and the third came without a warning. The first series, detzach, (blood,
frogs, and lice) came to prove the existence of G-d, asit says (Ex. 7:17), “In this you shall know
that | am the L-rd.” For that purpose, the two plagues came with a warning. And after he had
hardened his heart, the plague of lice came without awarning, for its purpose was not to clarify a
specific idea, as the existence of G-d had been already established through two witnesses. It
came solely for the purpose of punishment, to punish [Pharaoh] in a shameful manner because he
had hardened his heart. That is why He didn’t warn him before [it came]. Similarly, the first
plagues of the second series came with a warning. They came to prove that G-d also directly
supervises the earth, as it says in the plague of the mixed noxious animals (Exodus 8:18), “So
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that you may know that | am the L-rd in the midst of the earth.” After this fact was established
through two witnesses, the plague of boils came without warning, for it didn’t come to prove
anything but rather to smite him with a humiliating plague as a punishment. And similarly, the
first two plagues of the third series came with a warning in order to prove that He has
unparalleled powers, as it says regarding the plague of the hailstones (Exodus 9:14), “That you
may know that there is no one like Me in al the earth.” After this fact was established through
two witnesses, the plague of darkness came without a warning, because it only came as a
punishment, for the evil are likened to darkness. And after these three principles had been
proven, the plague of the smiting of the first born came in order to compel him to send out the
people. You should also know that of the two plagues in every series that came with a warning,
the first time it was given in the morning while [Pharaoh] was by the river, when he paid [the
river] tribute as a [fellow] divinity. The term always used in this context was that of standing up
(vayisyatzev), as in (see Exodus 7:15, 8:16, 9:13) “Stand up before Pharaoh.” This expression
indicates that he strengthened himself to oppose him and to disavow his divinity. The second
warning was aways said in the form of (see Exodus 7:26, 9:1, 10:1), “Come to Pharaoh,” as he
was commanded to come to his house. Thiswasn’t in the morning but rather at noon, as he sat in
his palace with all of his ministers and advisors present, so that the warning would be publicized
amongst his entire people. There were other differences. The first series of plagues was done
through Aaron. The second series through G-d aone, with the exception of the plague of boils
which was done through Moshe and Aaron. The third series was done through Moshe. Malbim,
Exodus 7:14
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Pharaoh’s heart is hardened (Exodus 7:14): [Generally,] every warning was stated in the form
of, “Send out My people, and if you don’t send them out,” He would smite him. The warning of
the plague of blood, however, which came without conditions, but rather He categoricaly
declared that he would be punished, was an exception. [Hashem] explained that the reason [why
the plague of blood was different,] was because He knew that the heart of Pharaoh was hardened,
since he had not yet been smitten with any plagues. As aresult, a warning would have no effect,
as Pharaoh would interpret [any warning] as a mere idle threat and wouldn’t take action. Even if
you warn him (ibid.), “he will refuse to let the people go.” Therefore unconditionaly declare
the [onset] of this plague. Malbim, Ibid.
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And the L-rd spoke to Moses, Say to Aaron, Take your rod, and stretch out your hand upon the
waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their
pools of water, that they may become blood; and that there may be blood throughout all the land
of Egypt, both in utensils of wood, and in utensils of stone. And Moses and Aaron did so, as the
L-rd commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and struck the waters that were in the river, in the
sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and al the waters that were in the river were
turned to blood. And the fish that were in the river died; and the river reeked, and the Egyptians
could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout al the land of Egypt.
And the magicians of Egypt did likewise with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s heart was
hardened, nor did he listen to them; as the L-rd had said. And Pharaoh turned and went to his
house, nor did he set his heart to this. And al the Egyptians dug around the river for water to
drink; for they could not drink of the water of the river. Exodus 7:19-24
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And the magicians of Egypt did likewise: The primary [explanation] is the one given by R.
Saadyah. [He stated that] only water that was fit to drink changed into blood, for there is a
distinction between the words mai (water) and maimai (water). Whenever the word maimai is
used, it refers solely to potable water, not bitter or salty water, like that of the sea. The magicians
changed salty water, and this they only did, bilahateihem, i.e. with a sleight of hand, [not true
magic]. And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened: since he saw that the magicians were also able to
do the same thing. Now if he had merely smitten the river, the magicians would not have been
ableto smite alargeriver. But since the water in the vessels were also smitten, which was ableto
be reproduced through sleight of hand and magic, thereby his heart was hardened. Malbim,
Exodus 7:22
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And seven days were completed, after the L-rd had struck the river. And the L-rd spoke to
Moses, Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, Thus said the L-rd, Let my people go, that they may serve
Me. And if you refuse to let them go, behold, | will plague al your borders with frogs; And the
river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into your house, and into
your bed chamber, and upon your bed, and into the house of your servants, and upon your
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people, and into your ovens, and into your kneading troughs; And the frogs shall come up both
on you, and upon your people, and upon all your servants. And the L-rd spoke to Moses, Say to
Aaron, Stretch forth your hand with your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the
ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron stretched out his hand
over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt. And the
magicians did likewise with their enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.
Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat the L-rd, that he may take away the
frogs from me, and from my people; and | will let the people go, that they may do sacrifice to the
L-rd. Exodus 7:25-29, 8:1-4
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And seven days were completed . . . (Ex. 7:25): Now Rabbi Yitzchak Abrabanel went out of
his way to offer a natural explanation for the order of the plagues. He said that the plague of the
blood caused the plague of the frogs and the decay of the mounds of dead frogs caused the
ground to decay and to produce lice. . . . | don’t know why he found it necessary to diminish the
[magnitude of the] miracles and to find some natural explanation for its sequence. In order to
negate such an approach, Scripture [clearly] states that when seven days had already passed
since Hashem had smitten the river, the river having already returned to its former state, without
frogs being present in the river, did the river [suddenly] swarm with frogs through a specia
decree of Hashem. However, the Providentia reason that Rabbi Yitzchak Abrabanel offered is
correct, for it was [designed to be] a punishment for the murder of the Jewish children who were
drowned in the river of Egypt. It was their blood that [Providentially] turned the river to blood.
And [as a punishment for the] cries of the miserable and wretched, the frogs came out [of the
water]. To the Egyptians it appeared as if the dead children arose from the river in the form of
frogs, crying, wailing, and destroying them, measure for measure, until ultimately when the
Egyptians came to the water, at the Red Sea, they too were drowned, . . . Malbim, Exodus 7:25
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Take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and | will let the people go. (Ex. 8:4):
Pharaoh already saw that there was no substance to the magicians, for he saw that they didn’t
have the power to remove the frogs. He then said to Moshe and Aaron that, if they remove the
frogs through their prayers, then it will be known that the plague was sent by G-d, for a miracle
can be verified through [the ability] of producing its opposite. [If that would occur,] he would
then send out the people. Malbim, Exodus 8:4
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And Moses said to Pharaoh, Command me when shall | entreat for you, and for your servants,
and for your people, to destroy the frogs from you and your houses, that they may remain in the
river only. And he said, Tomorrow. And he said, Be it according to your word; that you may
know that there is no one like the L-rd our G-d. And the frogs shall depart from you, from your
houses, and from your servants, and from your people; they shall remain in the river only. And
Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and Moses cried to the L-rd because of the frogs
which he had brought against Pharaoh. And the L-rd did according to the word of Moses; and the
frogs died in the houses, in the villages, and in the fields. And they gathered them together upon
heaps; and the land reeked. But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart,
and listened not to them; asthe L-rd had said. Exodus 8:5-11
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And they gathered them together: Pharaoh saw that this was only a partia relief, not a
complete deliverance. Because of this, he hardened his heart, for he thought that Moshe had not
fulfilled his word. There is a difference between the expression, “he hardened his heart” (hichbid
libo) and “a strong or hardened heart” (hazak lav). In other words, [by using the phrase, “he
hardened his heart,” it indicated that] he was anxious and full of fear, but nonetheless, he
hardened his heart so as not [to sucumb to the pressure to] send [them out]. Malbim, Exodus
8:10-11
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And the L-rd said to Moses, Say to Aaron, Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of the land,
that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And they did so; for Aaron stretched
out his hand with his rod, and struck the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in
beast; al the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And the magicians
did likewise with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not; so there remained
lice upon man, and upon beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of G-d;
and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he listened not to them; as the L-rd had said. Exodus
8:12-15



Series X1V 14 Lecture #6

by VW TR PRY L1957 KDY MIWY? 17w D D7 nyTh 0007 AR NRIEP vy (2
DINT 1A OXOXITD 110 07157 DR OROXITD IR DWW 193 L,7IYWION AN 7712
Y WYY ,0°YTIDET DR 1PYIW 17V 125 0w XY YIDWw X1 125W ,0W JIRED XOW 70727
079937 @197 HYW IRIAMI ,0°197 DR P07 OF 1% ,D°YIDXA 1NI0°W M3 WM aY 11°na0
,2IVA NI YT NIPAY NINPWMY 00 Y anmiRY 0°%IT7 NIDIINT NI WO n7yal
N°Yav 191N DIW P10 ROW TAWR 11y 1777 0D 1930 KD NV P11 0O1mIn 10 0w anm
7P R 0%15 NOPW NN 725w ,07I9% 073 TIRWIW 579 7021 @R %07 WY 070
.37AR O3 OPM 770 K1 IRINGA XKDW K3 195W L,11°T2 NOMA NI NIOAY 27 937 AR NnD
NXM X2 XKW J2WN IRINT K22 7RI 7 7970 03 L L LRI DOP-R YIIN YD DR 20N 1R
JAARI L9012 700 AWRWI TWRY DRT YOTINY IR 700 7RY ORI Dawa YRS SHv—K
Xow :myaD 2% PIM . .. 09K DWA OND OPEKR IRPIW D°IRM IP—K NRM D7°HY 70w 790 TIw

W-T:N AN @72%R IMDT 131 10 °5 995 TIW R

And themagicians did likewise with their enchantmentsto bring forth lice: According to the
opinion of our Sages, of blessed memory, they wanted to do so, [i.e. to imitate Moshe and bring
forth lice,] but they weren't able, for a demon (sheid) has no power over a creature which is less
than the size of a barley seed. The explanation which seems most plausible, [in my opinion,] is
that the meaning of the verse, “the magicians wanted to bring forth the lice,” is that they wanted
to remove them from the humans and animals so that they would be free of them. They did this
because they saw that Pharaoh paid no attention to them when they brought forth the frogs [out
of the water]. To him, the essential test with Moshe was his ability to remove the frogs and they
therefore wanted to remove the lice. It is clear that for lice that are produced in animals there are
medicines and cures to remove them and kill them through drugs and creams, to cleanse the skin
of its sweat and extraneous matter, and the magicians were experts in this field. But now they
weren't able to [do anything] as this [plague of lice] was as aresult of a Providential act and was
not responsive to natural cures. So there remained lice upon man, and upon beast: In other
words, they remained there forever. As | explained before, the plague of lice was not meant to
teach a lesson but rather to smite them with a humiliating plague. That is why it came without
warning and it didn’t leave them afterwards. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, Thisis the
finger of G-d: . .. Since this plague came without a warning, they thought that it didn’t come
through the G-d of Israel on behalf of Israel, for if that would have been the case, [they
contended,] He would have had to inform Moshe of this and the Moshe would have initially
warned them. They said that this plague that fell upon them was brought about through the gods
of Egypt, which they referred to, without specific appelation, as the gods (elohim). . . .
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (hazak lav): He had absolutely no anxiety as the fear had been
removed from him. Malbim, Exodus 8:14-15

IV.  The Plagues Continue
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And the L-rd said to Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh; lo, he
comes forth to the water; and say to him, Thus said the L-rd, Let my people go, that they may
serve me. Else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send a mixture of noxious animals
upon you, and upon your servants, and upon your people, and into your houses; and the houses
of the Egyptians shall be full of a mixture of noxious animals and aso the ground whereon they
are. And | will set apart in that day the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no
mixture of noxious animals shall be there; to the end that you may know that | am the L-rd in the
midst of the earth. And | will put adivision between My people and your people; tomorrow shall
this sign be. And the L-rd did so; and there came a grievous mixture of noxious animals into the
house of Pharaoh, and into his servants' houses, and into all the land of Egypt; the land was
devastated because of the mixture of noxious animals. Exodus 8:16-20
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And | will set apart: Because this second series of plagues came to prove the principle of
Divine supervision, for Pharaoh did not believe the most high G-d administers the earth with
persona supervision, as it says, “That you may know that | am the L-rd in the midst of the
earth,” He explained to him that this will be proven in this plague. [He said,] “I will set apart the
land of Goshen for there will be no mixture of noxious animals there.” This was because, “My
people dwell there.” This was a special and extraordinary miracle. . . . The plagues of blood and
frogs also occurred in the land of Goshen and they harmed the Egyptians while the Jews were
gpared. The plague of the mixed noxious animals, however, did not occur at all in the land of
Goshen, even in the houses of the Egyptians. With this it became clear that, “| am the L-rd in the
midst of the earth,” who supervises My people with a special supervision. Malbim Exodus 8:18
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And | will put a division (redemption) between my people and your people (Ex. 8:19):
Ramban explains that even if a Jew finds himself in the land of Egypt where the mixture of
noxious animals was present, the anima would not harm the Jew. The expression, “pidus,”
(division or redemption) is used in order to tell us that in a situation where a wild animal would
desire to devour a Jew, he would devour instead an Egyptian. The Egyptian, then, became the
redemption for the Jew from the devouring animal. This is just as the Midrash writes, “This
teaches us that the Jews, [due to their sins,] should have been subject to the effects of this plague,
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but the Holy One, blessed be He, replaced them with Egyptians who served as their redemption.”
Tomorrow shall thissign be: It is evident that Hashem began to implement this immediately. In
other words, since the wild animals dwell in forests, far from inhabited areas, Hashem
commanded that they immediately leave their habitation and travel to the cities of the Egyptians;
for that reason it was necessary for it to be delayed to the next day. Accordingly, the command
that the animals leave their place was issued immediately. They only began to destroy and enter
the homes, however, the next day after they had all gathered. . . . Similarly, the wild animals that
were native to the forests and deserts of the land of Goshen al left the land of Goshen and
traveled to Egypt. The next day there wasn’'t to be found a wild animal in al of the land of
Goshen. This sign and miracle was made to demonstrate the principle of Divine Providence.
Malbim, Exodus 8:19
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Tomorrow shall this sign be: This was done in order that all of Egypt should flee to Goshen,
they and their children, to avoid the devastation caused by the mixture of noxious animals. As a
result, the Jews acquired many friends, as | wrote regarding the commandment that Jews borrow
vessals from their friends. Haamek Davar, Exodus 8:18
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And there came a grievous mixture of noxious animals into the house of Pharaoh, and into
his servants houses, and into all the land of Egypt: The newly arrived mixture of noxious
animalsfirst came to the house of Pharaoh and to his servants. From there, they spread out to the
entire land of Egypt. This is similar to the other plagues that affected Pharaoh and his servants
with greater severity . . . for they were the ones who were primarily responsible for [the enforced
savery of the Jews]. Haamek Davar, Exodus 8:20
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And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go, sacrifice to your G-d in the land.
And Moses said, It is not proper to do so; for we shall sacrifice to the L-rd our G-d what is
abomination for the Egyptians. Shall we sacrifice what is abomination for the Egyptians before
their eyes, and will they not stone us? We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and
sacrifice to the L-rd our G-d, as He shall command us. And Pharaoh said, | will let you go, that
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you may sacrifice to the L-rd your G-d in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away;
entreat for me. And Moses said, Behold, | go out from you, and | will entreat the L-rd that the
mixture of noxious animals may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people,
tomorrow; but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more in not letting the people go to sacrifice
to the L-rd. And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and entreated the L-rd. And the L-rd did
according to the word of Moses; and He removed the mixture of noxious animals from Pharaoh,
from his servants, and from his people; there remained not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart
at thistime aso, neither would he let the people go. Exodus 8:21-28
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Then the L-rd said to Moses, Go to Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus said the L-rd G-d of the
Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve Me. For if you refuse to let them go, and will
hold them till, Behold, the hand of the L-rd is upon your cattle which is in the field, upon the
horses, upon the donkeys, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep; there shall be a
very grievous plague. And the L-rd shall separate between the cattle of Isragl and the cattle of
Egypt; and nothing shall die of al that is the children’s of Israel. And the L-rd appointed a set
time, saying, Tomorrow the L-rd shall do thisthing in the land. And the L-rd did that thing in the
morning, and all the cattle of Egypt died; but of the cattle of the people of Isragl died not one.
And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle of the people of Israel dead. And
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. Exodus 9:1-7
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Your cattle which isin the field (Exodus 9:3): Further on (verse 10) Rashi explains that the
plague only affected the cattle in the fields, not those that were housed. With this he answers the
guestion, “In the plague of boils Scripture makes it clear that they owned animals [that
contracted boils]. How could they have had them [if they were al killed out in the plague of
pestilence (dever)]?’ The answer, [according to Rashi,] is that those who feared the word of G-d
chased their animals into barns (lit. houses). The difficulty with this approach is that Moshe
Rabbainu should have warned them at this juncture, “Now go and gather your livestock etc.” or
[at the least] Scripture should have explained, “Those that feared the word of G-d chased their
animals into their barns.” It would seem that Ramban is correct. He states that all of those that
were housed were also killed, as it states (Ex. 9:6), “All the cattle of Egypt died.” Rather, [the
answer to the question is,] the decree was only on the mikneh, i.e. awhole herd, as | have written
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in Gen. 47:17, and will further write in Ex. 10:26. Whereas someone who owned individual
animals was not included in this decree. For that reason it iswritten, “All of the mikneh (herds of
cattle) of Egypt.” As a result, many animals were spared the effects of the plague. Haamek
Davar, Ex. 9:3
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.. . Initially He proved that there is persona supervision (hashgacha peratis) for the Jews
themselves, as it says (Ex. 8:19), “And | will put a division (or redemption) between my people
and your people.” And now He proceeded to prove that this personal supervision extends to their
herds and possessions to the extent that (Ex. 9:4), “He shall separate between the cattle of Israel
and the cattle of Egypt; and nothing shall die of all that is the children’'s of Isragl.” Malbim
Exodus 9:4
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And the L-rd did that thing [in the morning, and all the cattle of Egypt died; but of the
cattle of the people of Israel died not one]. (Exodus 9:6): He explained that the two plagues
that came in this (second) series were done by Hashem himself without the participation of
Moshe or Aaron. Since this series came to prove the principle of persona supervision, He
[additionally] proved to them the He didn't need any intermediaries, as He, himsdlf, is the
Supervisor and Doer. Malbim 9:6
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... but of the cattle of the people of Israel died not one (ad echad). (Exodus 9:6): The reason
it is written here, “not one” (ad echad), is because there were many herds that were leased to
Jews who would derive benefit from their shearings and milk. The actual animals, themselves,
were owned by non Jews. Since they were commonly identified as belonging to Jews, (although
it was not true in the strict sense,) they also didn’t die; even though the Jews part was
technically less than the whole (pachos m'echad), for al that the Jews had was the produce of
the animals, but not the animals themselves. For this reason, many of the herds of the Egyptians
survived and this hardened Pharaoh’ s heart and made him err, thinking that the plague was not as
complete as Moshe had predicted. Thisis as Hashem told Moshe at the time of the plague of the
locusts, that He intentionally created the opportunity for Pharaoh to err. [And the heart of
Pharaoh was hardened,] and he did not let the people go. (Exodus 9:7): The explanation of
the verse is similar to that which occurred after the plague of the mixed noxious animals, i.e. he
continued to lighten the original burdens of servitude, but, nonetheless, he didn’'t let the people
go...Haamek Davar Exodus9:7
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And the L-rd said to Moses and to Aaron, Take handfuls of ashes from the furnace, and let
Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. And it shall become fine dust in all
the land of Egypt, and boils shall break out with sores upon man, and upon beast, throughout all
the land of Egypt. And they took ashes from the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses
sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became boils breaking out with sores upon man, and upon
beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for boils were on
the magicians, and on all the Egyptians. And the L-rd hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he
listened not to them; as the L-rd had spoken to Moses. Exodus 9:8-12
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The dual plagues of lice and boils, which came [solely] as a punishment, were never removed
from them. Malbim Exodus 9:11
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And the L-rd hardened the heart of Pharaoh (Exodus 9:12): There was no inherent room for
error in this plague and neither did the magicians make any claims [that it was merely produced
through sorcery]. Nevertheless, Hashem hardened Pharaoh’ s heart. Regarding this does the verse
conclude with the words, “as the L-rd had spoken to Moses.” This is referring to the statement
(Exodus 7:3), “And | will harden Pharaoh’s heart, [and multiply my signs and my wondersin the
land of Egypt].” And he listened not to them (ibid.): He didn’'t desire to listen at all to the
words of Moshe and Aaron who wished to prove their case from this plague, and he didn’t
continue to lighten their burden. For this reason it is written, “and he listened not to them.”
Haamek Davar Exodus 9:12



