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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Namethelast country in Europe that abandoned
paganism. When did it occur?

2. Describe the state of Torah study in Poland prior to the
year 1648.

3. How wasthe Council of Four Lands composed and
where were the sessions held?

4. What wasthe name of R. Mordechai Y offe's mgor
work?

5. Which Jewish Rabbi was said to have been king of
Poland for a day?

This and much more will be addressed in the third lecture
of thisseries: "The Golden Age of Polish Jewry".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Useit, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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l. The Polish Haven
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... 7) Thecity's magistrate is not allowed to sit in judgment in cases involving litigation
between two Jews. . . . 9) If a Christian murders a Jew, he should be punished in
accordance with his crime [without mercy], and his property shall be confiscated by the
state. 10) If a Christian hits a Jew, but does not kill him, he shall be punished in the same
manner as if he had struck a member of the nobility. 11) Oneis not allowed to harm a
Jew who is traveling from place to place . . . Thetax that isto be levied on a Jew's
merchandise shall not be more than that which islevied for the other citizens of the city. .
.. 12) No tax shall belevied for transporting the dead from place to place. . . . 14) One
who attacks a synagogue shall pay afine to our magistrate of two liters of pepper. . . . 22)
The Rabbinic court of the Jews (Bais Din) shal convene in the synagogue or any other
place of their choice. . . . 26) One who kidnaps a Jewish child shall be punished in the
same manner as any kidnapper. . . . 31) It is forbidden to accuse Jews of the crime of
killing a Christian child in order to eat his blood, for it isclear that it is forbidden for
Jews to eat any form of blood. . . . Document of privileges and rights granted the Jews
of Lithuania by Duke Withold, 1386
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We, Casimir [IV] .. . theking of Poland . . . and Grand Duke of Lithuania, Pomerania,
and Russia, hereby inform [the people] ... that a[delegation] of Jews, [faithful]
servants of our kingdom, came before us and explained to us that they had been under
[royal] protection as a result of the document of privileges issued to them by Casimir, the
Great, king of Poland. . . . It isour desire that the Jews, who are protected by the wings of
our love and compassion, shall also enjoy the fruits of the success of our kingdom, for
our good and the good of our treasury. We, [therefore], hereby confirm and substantiate
those [previously issued] privileges, and are putting them into writing in an officia
document to preserve them so that they endure for ever and ever. . . . Document of
privileges and rights granted the Jews of Lithuania by King Casimir 1V (1447-1492)
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We are hereby letting you know that after seeking counsel, we have decided to let the
Jews return to their lands and to give them the right to dwell in the cities and towns as
they originally did. When they return to Grodno, issue a command that their homes,
synagogues and cemeteries be returned to them. . . . All of the pal atines, noblemen, and
citizens who borrowed money from them, whether silver or articles, should return them
all back to them. . . . Order issued by King Alexander to the Palatine of Vilnius, 1503
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We, the king of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania, hereby confirm Rav Y aakov
Pollack as the Chief Rabbi of Krakow and of all of the Jewish communities. Because of
his great knowledge in Hebrew studies, all of the Jewish community of the city of
Krakow, aswell as all of the Jews of Poland, are required to obey him and to honor him
as head of the community and as the ultimate authority in legal decisions within the
Jewish community, with the power to institute community wide customs and to fulfill all
of the responsibilities of the office of the Chief Rabbi. Confirmation of R. Yaakov
Pollack in the Office of Chief Rabbi of Poland by King Alexander (r. 1501-1506)
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Sigismund August, through the grace of G-d, the king of Poland, and Duke of Lithuania,
and Russia. . . We are hereby putting into law a statute for al time, that anyone who
accuses . . . Jews of killing a Christian child or of desecrating the sacred wafer, shall not
bring the case before a nobleman, magistrate, lord, governor, or any official, nor before
any ruler or priest, but rather the Jew shall [remain free], under the jurisdiction of his
townsmen . . . until he be brought to us, [the royal court]. ... Hewho accuses the Jew
must bring three Christian witnesses and three Jewish witnesses. . . . If he failsto produce
such witnesses, he shall be severely punished. His blood will be spilled and his property
confiscated. Royal proclamation of King Sigismund, August 9, 1564
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Y ou forbade the Jewish merchants from coming to your kingdom...which causes much
harm to our treasury, even though it is explicitly written in the peace treaty that our
merchants are permitted to bring merchandise to the city of Moscow without
interference, just as are your merchantsin our land. (Response from lvan) We have
written to you many times and have informed you of the evil deeds of the Jewswho are
turning our people away from Christianity. How can we permit the Jews to enter our
land? An exchange of letter sbetween King Sigismund and King Ivan the Terrible of
Russiain theyear 1550

1. Poland - The Kingdom of Torah
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Poland, the pillar of Torah: Thereisno need to offer proofs for something that is
common knowledge. There was never so much Torah learning throughout all of the
diaspora of Israel asin theland of Poland. Every single community supported a yeshiva.
They would give sufficient support to their Rosh Y eshiva so that he would be able to
conduct the studies without financial worry so that the study of Torah would be hissole
occupation. The Rosh Y eshivawould never leave his home throughout the year except to
go to and from the Bais HaMedrash (study hall) to the Bais HaKnesses (synagogue). He
would sit there day and night and would be involved [only] in Torah study. Every
community would support bochurim (older students) and would provide them with a
fixed weekly income so that they would be able to study with the Rosh Y eshivah. They
would [also] give each bochur at least two boys (younger students) to teach in order to
articulate the gephes (gemora, pairush, tosefos) that he studied and in order to become
accustomed to pilpul. They would give the boys food from the charity fund or from a
special food collection. If the community consisted of fifty householders ( baale batim),
they would support at least thirty bochurim and boys. One bochur with two boys would
stay at the home of a householder. At the very least, the  bochur would eat on aregular
basis at histable like one of hisfamily. Even though the bochur had a sufficient stipend
from the community, the householder would [as arule] not charge him for the food and
drink that he needed. Some of the generous householders would treat the boys like
members of the family and provide all three of them with food and drink throughout the
year. Sefer Yaven HaMetzulah by R. Nasan Nota Hanover
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There was aimost no homein all of Poland where Torah was not learned. Either the
householder was a scholar, or his son or son-in-law were scholars, or a bachur was a
member of his household. Sometimes, all of the above together existed in one house.
They fulfilled all three things that Rovo stated in the second chapter of the tractate
Shabbos: Rovo said: He who has compassion for Rabbis will have children that will
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become Rabbis. He who honors Rabbis will have sons-in-law Rabbis. He who isin awe
of Rabbiswill himself become a Rabbi. That iswhy there were many scholarsin every
single community. In acommunity of fifty householders there were twenty scholars who
had the title, "Morainu” or "Chaver". The Rosh Y eshivatowered above them and all of
the scholars were subservient to him and would go to him to [study] in the yeshiva. | bid.
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In every community, the Rosh Y eshiva was highly honored. Whether one wasrich or
poor, his words were followed and no one dared to oppose him. [Figuratively,] no one
lifted his hand or foot without his permission. What he decreed became law. He had the
power to inflict corporal punishment, to fine and publicly shame those who violated the
law and to institute legidation in order to insure the moral integrity of the community.
Despite al of this, they loved the Rosh Y eshiva. If one would have a choice piece of
food, such as chicken, he would give half or al of it away to the Rosh Y eshiva. They
would constantly honor him with other gifts such as money, silver, gold, specialy fed
cattle or fowl, or fish of superior quality. Also in the synagogue, most of the people who
purchased mitzvohs would honor the Rosh Y eshiva [with the mitzva]. The Rosh Y eshiva
had the chiuv (the automatic right) to shilishi (thethird aliyah) on Shabbos and at |east
the first day of Yom Tov. If the Rosh Y eshivawas a Kohen or Levi, his  chiuv was the
aliyah of Kohenor Levi or acharon. Thiswas the case even though there were many
Kohanim or Leviim in the synagogue. 1bid.
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No one |eft the synagogue on Shabbos or Y om Tov until the Rosh Y eshivafirst departed,
followed by the student body of his yeshiva. Afterwards, the rest of the community would
leave and would escort him al the way to his house. At [the onset of] Yom Tov,
everyone would walk over to his house in order to welcome the approach of the holiday.
The [great honor afforded the Rosh Y eshival would serve as an incentive for al of the
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scholars who would constantly devote themselves to study so that they, too, would reach
such alevel asto be appointed a Rosh Y eshivain some community. [As the Talmud
points out:] The observance and study of Torah for an ulterior motive will eventually lead
to observance and study for its own sake. Through this, the whole country became filled
with the knowledge [of the Torah]. Ibid.
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No man left [in the morning] to his business without hearing words of Torah delivered by
ascholar, whether it be Rashi's commentary to the Torah or Prophets or Holy Writings,
or Mishnayos, or practical halacha. [Each one] studied according to the desire of his
heart. 1bid.

[1. The Council of the Four Lands and the Fair in Lublin
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Afterwards, the Rosh Y eshiva, together with the students of his yeshiva, both the older
and younger students, would travel to the fair . . . In the summer, they would travel to
Zaslow and Yaroslav [Galicia] and in the winter to the fairs of Lvov (Lemberg) and
Lublin. ... At every fair, there were hundreds of Roshei Y eshivos and many thousands
of bachurim (elder students) and many myriads of young students. There werein
attendance Jewish and non Jewish merchants as plentiful as the sand at the seashore.
From one end of the world to the next, people would come to the fair. One who had a son
or daughter to marry off would travel there and would make a match. Each one would
find what they were looking for and their proper mate. Hundreds of matches would be
made at each fair, and at times, thousands. . . . The country of Poland was like Jerusalem
before its destruction, when courts were set up in every city, and, if one refused to be
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judged by the court of his city, he went to the nearest court, and if he refused to be
judged by the nearest court, he went before the great court. Thus, in capital city of
Ostrog, there was the great court for Volhynia and the Ukraine, and, in the capital of
Lvov there was the court for [Little] Russia. There were thus many communities each of
which had a great court for its own province. And if the important communities had a
dispute between themselves, they would let themselves be judged by the heads of the
council of the Four Lands (may their Rock and Redeemer preserve them) who would be
in session twice ayear. One leader would be chosen from each important community,
added to these were six Gaonim (great scholars) from the land of Poland, [and these were
known as the Council of the Four Lands]. The representatives of the four lands had
sessionstwice in the year, at the fair in Lublin, between Purim and Passover, and at the
fair in Yaroslav [Galicia) in the month of Av or Elul. The leaders of the four lands
resembled the Sanhedrin in the chamber of hewn stone in the Temple of Jerusalem. They
had jurisdiction over all the Jews of the kingdom of Poland, with power to issue
injunctions and binding decisions and to impose penalties at their discretion. Every
difficult case was submitted to them for trial. To make the task easier for themselves, the
representatives of the four lands would select special judges from each land, who were
called "district judges’ who tried civil suits; while criminal cases, disputes over priority
of position (chazakah), and other difficult cases were tried by the leaders of the Four
Lands themselves[in full sesson]. Never was a dispute among Jews brought before a
Gentile judge or before a nobleman, or before the King, may hisglory increase, and if a
Jew took his case before a Gentile court, he was punished and chastised severely . . .
Every community appointed men in charge of weights and measures, and of other
business dealings, so that everything would be conducted according to truth and
trustworthiness. Sefer Yevain HaM etzulah, R. Nossan Nota Hanover

B. TheFair in Lublin
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1) A guestion [has arisen concerning] the custom in the city of Lublin, acity which
is surrounded by awall, [to carry within the city walls on Shabbos without an  Eruv. The
factsare asfollows:] Many Jews congregate there three timesa year and live therein
rooms which open to the city, because of the large fair which takes place there. However,
the rooms belong to non-Jews and are [actually] in the homes of non-Jews. The Jews rent
them for the entire year, to keep their merchandise there, but live there only during the
period of the market, which isless than 30 days, and they a so use the non-Jewish home
for some of their minor needs such as cooking their food etc. The question is. Astheir
custom isto carry within the city without an Eruv, are they doing the proper thing?
[Although] this has been their custom from time immemorial, over the years the
circumstances have sightly changed. At the beginning, other Jews lived there constantly,
throughout the year and now only non-Jews live there on a constant basis. The Jews who
now live there, congregate there only during the time of the market. When the market is
over, they return to their homes. Tesh. Ramo 120

Based on the above, you permitted carrying in the entire city of Lublin. It would seem
[from the facts, though,] that at the time [of the original ruling] there was still a Jew
residing in the city. And thistruly was the case. When the Jews were expelled from
Lublin, the [government made an exception and] granted permission to the mother of R.
Shachne, who continued her husband R. Y osef's important and multifaceted business, to
remain inthe city. At that time, thiswas the only Jewish family that permanently resided
in Lublin. Editor'snoteto Tesh. Ramo 120 quoting Tesh. Mahar shal 61:2
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2) We will aso issue our own opinion in the matter and advise them to follow it.
They should suspend all litigation until the fair at Lublin and [have the court there]
resolve the burning issues that are consuming them. In addition, the contending parties
should annul all of the execrations and writs of excommunication against each other. The
parties should [then] come together before the court for adjudication at the coming fair at
Lublin. Tesh. Ramo 63
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3) Both parties should come to the coming fair at Lublin to adjudicate their issues
before the court. Tesh. Ramo 64, composed befor e the year 1559
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4) From here (Shabbos 75b) until the end of the chapter (ibid. 76b) | did not see fit
to include [my insights]. | did not study at the timein the Y eshiva, as| wasthen at the
fair at Lublin. Mahar sha, Chidushel Halachos, M aseches Shabbos
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5) From here (Sanhedrin 42b) until the end of the chapter (ibid. 49a) | did not want
to include [my insights] in my Chidushei Halachos, only my [homiletic insightsin my]
Chidushel Aggados. | did not study at the timein the Y eshiva, as| wasthen at the fair at
Lublin. M ahar sha, Chidushel Halachos, M aseches Sanhedrin

C. The Council of the Three Lands
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1) With the full agreement of all of the Gaonim and Roshei Y eshivos of the three
lands, Poland, Russia, and Lithuania, they instituted a binding enactment that every
yeshiva throughout the three lands should study one tractate after the next asthey are
being printed, with the help of G-d, in order to spread Torah in Israel and in order to
strengthen our hand in this holy work. The opening inscription of the volumes of
Talmud printed in Lublin in the year 1559
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2) Some time has already elapsed since the two leaders of their respective cities
together with their constituencies stood before the leaders of the lands and negotiated an
agreement that the members of the larger city would not have any power over the
members of the smaller city to summon them before their courts nor any form of
authority over them. The only exception is in situations which could lead to some
potential general libel which could bring about an additional tax burden or, G-d forbid, an
accusation of [blood] libel, in which members of al threelands are explicitly mentioned.
In those situations, the members of the larger city can summon the members of the
smaller city to be judged before them. Tesh. Ramo 73, composed befor e the year 1559
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3) With this | will conclude, for his honor has shown me the proofs which he wrote
to the judges of the threelands. It was not effective, however, and they ruled in the
manner in which they desired.  Tesh. Shieris Yosef 42, quoted in footnoteto Tesh.
Ramo 73
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We chose nine heads of the lands and three rabbis. In every fair at Lublin, three of the
heads together with one of the rabbis shall sit in session to oversee the general welfare so
that there should be no breach [of order] or ferment (lit. outcry) in our communities (lit.
streets), neither caused by us nor (G-d forbid) from the government. They should stand
watch to seek the common good and to punish the evildoers, rebels, and those who steal
or lie, both to Jews and non Jews alike, so the name of Heaven be not desecrated (G-d
forbid). We aso enacted that, at every fair in Lublin, the above-mentioned heads should
choose three judges to be prepared to judge between their fellow Jewsin all cases
whether mgjor or minor. Their decisions will be binding and they will have the power to
judge all who come before them, whether it be anissue of a large sum or asmall sum,
and to detain the defendant in Lublin so they should appear before them. And whosoever
shall willfully not listen to them shall be excommunicated and subject to all the previous
listed forms of punishment. And there will be power in the hands of the judgesto
proclaim in the synagogues and to punish him according to how they seefit or to
imprison him in the hands of non-Jews, in accordance with their discretion. Pinkus
(record book) of the Council of Lithuania, which was composed befor e the year 1569
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We have thus granted the petition of the elders of the community of Tiktin, recorded on
page. . . for representation on the Council of the Four Lands. We have acceded to their
request that they be alowed to have a representative from this time forward, for all
generations, in the manner set forth on page.. . ., and again in the page for today. These
are the words of the Council of the Four Lands this day, Wednesday, 4 Sivan, 5438
(1678), at Lublin. Pinkas (Record) of the Council of the Four Lands
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The Council of the Four Lands reports that a violent quarrel having arisen in the district
of Chelm which amost ruined the whole district and - which G-d forbid - might have
harmed the remnant of Israel and thousands having become involved in the conflict, the
Council of the Four Lands took upon themselves the task of punishing those who
initiated the quarrel or subsequently participated in it, whose names, out of respect for
their position are withheld. And since, when similar events occur in communities, and
persons intrigue and violate the ancient bans, they ruin the communities, which in turn
resultsin their inability to fulfill their governmental tax obligations and they therefore
become liable to the nobles and Church, which can lead to real danger to life, . . . the
Council of the Four Lands hereby fully authorizes the leaders of communities and
districts to prosecute persons so intriguing and offending, and to punish them with the
ban of excommunication, with fines, or with imprisonment . . . at the cost of the
offenders. . . . Such persons should never be nominated to any office in any community
or district, nor should they have the right of chazakah [to retain their original position], . .
. since they have no pity on themselves, on the community or district, or on the whole of
Israel. . . . They ignore the fact that we are already humiliated and abject in the eyes of
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the Gentile nations - so much so that the authorities speak contemptuously of us - and
make us still more so. . . . Let every one, therefore, take care to avoid such wrong courses
and to walk circumspectly. This notice has been inscribed in the pinkas of the Four Lands
and carries with it the full weight of a Council judicial decision.  Proclamation of the
Council of the Four Lands made at the council at Yaroslav, Sep. 1671

IV.  TakanosHaVaad (The Legidation of the Council)
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The leadership of the Council of the Four Lands has agreed . . . because of certain
unscrupulousindividuals . . . who can potentially endanger [our community] . . . to forbid
tax (chavi) farming in Greater and Lesser Poland, . . . whether from the king or from the
nobility. They shall not pay for the privilege of themintz . . . or farm taxes which are paid
for crossing the border, i.e. the tax of Cracow or Posen or the adjacent areas. In no way
isaJew allowed to pay for thisprivilege. ... Anyonewho [defiesthisedict] . . . will be
excommunicated from both worlds. He shall be separated from the entire sanctity of
Israel. His bread shall be considered like that of the Samaritans, his wine shall be deemed
nesech and his shechita shall be deemed nevaila. ... No Rav shall officiate a his
marriage, nor at the marriage of his sons or daughters. No one isallowed to intermarry
with them . . . He shall be cursed and execrated with all of the curses and execrations
which arewritten inthe Sefer Torah . . . until he desists from hisevil ways. . . and
follows the words of the teachers of Torah. Pinkus of the Council of the Four Lands,
1581
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No printer shall print any work without the permission of the Rabbanim and leaders [of
the Four Lands]. Thiswas [already] enacted in the year 1590. . . . If the printer violates
thisenactment . . . he shall be excommunicated together with all that were involved.
Pinkus of the Council of the Four Lands, 1594



Series| X 13 Lecture #3

C.
X7 77X ADIRW JwD 5oL LTI TR A 27197 920w 7737 OW 270wh 70K

RN 132 DR 7397 . . PIWRIT DWINT 1OWNT OR AR . .. RITT DWINT PIwnT T2
PIWNT YWINT T IV RO IR RIT T ... Dpnn DY Hwamy w nRb 1ona
.+« TIORIT DWINT NN IR IR .. . FTINR INIR MOWH MR QIR ORI WK
FTIIRA (A7 723w 7I9WY AR 9272 IOK PRI IR HwIan 2Th X3 IPKRD 12w

1730 NIW NIZIR VIR TVIOPID ... IWRIT TN Dw

It isforbidden to pay for the privilege of being an Arenda (agent of anobleman), ina
situation where that position is already occupied by another Jew. . . . Evenif the
nobleman [or ruler] has appointed his own son to be in his stead and to be the ruler of
that place, the previous contract is still considered to be in effect and it is forbidden for
anyone elseto pay for the privilege. . . . After the death of the nobleman, however, itis
no longer forbidden to pay for the privilege of beingan Arenda, aslong as the orginal
contract of the Arenda has aready expired. Pinkus of the Council of the Four L ands,
1596

V. Rav Mordecha Y offe
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In addition, in that generation, in Germany, there lived R. Mordechai Y offe Ashkenazi,
the author of the Levushim. He was a disciple of Rav Moshe Isserless, the author of the
Mapah, as he himself wrote in hiswork many times. He was an expert Rabbinic
scholar, who integrated all forms of wisdom, whether in Kabbalah or science. He
authored many works, as he himself wrote in his preface to the Levushim. Sefer
Koreih HaDoros, R. David Conforte
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Rabbi Mordechal Y offe, the great Rabbinic scholar, who is outstanding both in the level
of his[general] wisdom and his Torah knowledge (or old age), who carries high the
banner of the camp of Israel. He authored the great work, Levush Malchus, which
includes all of the laws of the Talmud and later authorities. He also composed a
commentary to the Torah as well asawork of his homilies( derashos). In addition, he
authored awork onthe Moreh Nevuchim (Guide to the Perplexed by Maimonides), a
work on the laws of Kiddush HaChodesh (the sanctification of the New Moon) by the
Rambam, as well as a commentary to [the Kabbalistic work by R. Menachem] Ricanti.
He has assumed the position of Rosh Y eshiva and Rav for many years now,
approximately twenty years in the communities of Horodno (Grodno), Lublin, and
Kremenitz, and has established many disciples. He isthe chief of the esteemed Roshel
Y eshiva and Dayanim of thethreelands. He came here, to the city of Prague, in the
month of lyar in the year 1592 and still dwells amongst us. May Hashem continue to
ever increase his power (lit. throne). Sefer Tzemach David, R. David Ganz, 1592
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R. Mordechal Y offe came to Prague some days after the Maharal of Prague left the city,
which occured on the fourth of lyar, 1592, to take the position, for a second time, as
Rosh Y eshivaand Rav in Posen, and all of Greater Poland. | bid.
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When the Sefer Bais Yosef originally came to our lands, all of the students of Torah
rgjoiced . . . because they thought it to be a concise formulation in comparison to the
many works that were presently used. ... They viewed him as the great distributor of
[spiritual] sustenance (Y osef) to all of the peoples of the land and they deemed his work
superior to al of the earlier authorities which we possess, as his work included them all.
Even |, theinferior, due to my limited understanding and youthful naivete, viewed it as
an immense treasure. . . . Over an extended period of time, | saw and understood that his
approach is overly lengthy, for he, of blessed memory, due to his prodigious mind,
could analyze the material easily and therefore referred to his work as being an abridged
version. For us, on the other hand, who are greatly impoverished in [our understanding
of] Torah, thiswork is still extremely long. My [initial] train of thought wasto goin his
footsteps and to produce a condensation of [R. Y osef Caro's| rulings based upon his
decision to rely upon thethree pillarsof  horaah (Talmudic legal decision makersi.e.
the Rif, the Rambam, and the Rosh). | would, however, explain their reasoning and, as
briefly as possible, elaborate upon them. | then began to implement it. After all of this,
G-d's anger became manifest as there was a decree of expulsion from my birthplace, the
country of Bohemia. The Almighty caused me to be exiled, at the head of the exiles,
from the city of Prague in the year 1561. | traveled to Italy and came to the city of
Venice. While | was there, in Venice, | heard how the Rav, the distributor of [spiritual]
sustenance, initiated such a beneficial work himself. . . . Thisisthe work which he
called Shulchan Aruch. When | heard about it, | stopped working on my project. . . .
After finally viewing the work, | saw that it is overly concise and would not satisfy the
needs of those who read it asit is a sealed book, akin to a dream lacking an
interpretation, asif it was entirely based upon a halacha I'Moshe m'Snai (aDivine edict
issued to Moshe at Mt. Sinai), and not based upon reasoning. . . . It was then that |
decided to return to my project to write and explain current haachic practice asitis
followed in Germany, Bohemia, Moravia, Poland, Russia, and their surroundings. . . .
after seeing that the aforementioned Gaonim (R. Y osef Caro and R. Moshe | sserless)
only offered the delicacies on their table without the [requisite] salt that one should add
to every offering, the ingredient that [finalizes] the cooking and brings warmth to a
person. Prefaceto Levush Malchus, R. Mordechai Y offe
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| did not begin writing thiswork by first commenting on  Parshas Beraishis. After my
marriage, in the year 1553 on Shabbos HaGadol, the spirit within me aroused me to
begin thiswork. On the Shabbos before  Matan Torah (the holiday of Shavuous), the
first parsha of Sefer BaMidbar , | began to write down the ideas that arose in my mind
regarding Rashi's commentary to Chumash, to understand, within the limits of my
understanding, Rashi'sintention. | did it without haste but rather at a low pace. | only
covered asmall portion every week. In the midst of all of this, there appeared the Sefer
Gur Arye [written by the Maharal of Prague]. | labored on this difficult project for over
forty fiveyears. | now finished thiswork in the year 1603. | give praise and thanksto
the Holy G-d who gave me the merit to print nine of the clothing ( Levushim) which |
sewed, as| explained in the preface. The tenth, isthe holy of holies, the derashos
(homilies) which | expounded before the public . . . Prefaceto L evush HaOrah
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One should not remove from the bag the tefilin of the head before he puts on the tefilin
of thearm. . . . Thisisforbidden based upon the secrets of the teachings of the
Kabbalah. . . . One possessed with intelligence will well understand the secret of the
connection of the revealed with the hidden . . . Thisis connected to the secret of the
muzzling of the ox lest, through that, the power of judgment will prevail. Think it
through. Levush HaTechailis25:11
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One should not perform the ceremony of nefilas apaim (falling on the face) during the
night. The reason is that the purpose of nefilas apaim is to subdue the governing force of
the night which is the attribute of judgment. If one were to perform the ceremony of
nefilas apaim at night when the attribute [of judgment] is overpowering, [thereis afear
that one's prayers would not be answered and as aresult, because of the disappoi ntment]
one might be tempted to "cut down the saplings' (maintain that there is a secondary
independent negative force apart from Hashem), G-d forbid, asiswell known to scholars
of Kabbaah. At night at the time of the watches (of the early morning-four hours before
sunrise), it isthe custom to perform the ceremony of nefilas apaim. It seemsto me that
the reason isthat sinceit is so close to the day, and the governing attribute of the
daytime, which is compassion, isin the process of manifesting itself, thereis no fear of
[disappointment that would lead to] "cutting down the saplings’.  Levush HaTechailis
131:3
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This monument is placed at the head of the Gaon, the Av Bais Din , Morainu HaRav
Mordechai Y offe, z"'l, the third of Adar 5372 (1612). Inscription on his gravestone

VI.  TheLeading Lights of Poland
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In the year 5347 (1587) in the market of Gramenitz, in Lublin, a decree was issued that
no Rav should attempt to obtain a Rabbinical position through loans or gifts, whether
done personally or through a proxy. He should not maintain a Rabbinical position
through silver or gold, nor through money given beforehand or afterwards, or through
any other means, likely or remote, which would give monetary benefit [to those that
supported him]. May Hashem not forgive any of those who harden their heart and close
their ears and refuse to accept this legidation, as we have come together to issue a
covenant and oath. We have committed ourselves to band together to aggressively and
mercilessly pursue anyone who refuses to obey this edict and excommunicate him from
the Jewish community of the Diaspora and from the sanctification of Israel, for he will be
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banished from both Worlds. In addition, besides other terrible punishments, his shame
will be made public. Those who accept this decree will experience pleasantness and
benevolent blessings. This decree shall stand for al generations until the coming of the
High Priest with the Urim V'Tumim. This was done with the agreement of the Gaonim of
the land, those who repair the breach.

In the year 5350 (1590), legislation regarding Rabbinic appointments was reinforced and
it was decreed that no Rabbi be allowed to purchase Rabbinical office from the nobleman
of the city, as was the case during the second Temple, when the High Priest [bought the
rights of office from the king]. To this end, have we imposed curses, fences, decrees and
punishments for anyone who perpetrates this evil and have signed our names. At any time
when a[new] Rav is about to be chosen, the Chazan and Shamash must publicly call out
this[decreg].

R. Shlomo of Lublin (the Shelah's mentor), Y ehoshua Falk Katz (the author of the  Sefer
Meiros Aynaim, amentor of the Shelo), R. Meir of Lublin (a mentor of the Shelo), R.
Shmuel Aidels (Maharsha), . . . R. Ephraim of Luntshitz (author of the  Keli Yakar), R.
Y eshaya Horowitz (Shelah), . . . (twenty six Rabbisin all)
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1) Maharam of Lublin, the son-in-law of the Gaon R. Yitzchak HaKohen [b. R. David
Shapiro, the Av Bais Din and Rosh Mesivta of Cracow] composed the work, Meir Aynel
Chachamim, on the Talmud and Responsa (Manhir Ainel Chachamim). Hewas a
contemporary of the author of the Levush and the author of the Massas Binyamin. He
passed away in the year 1616. Shem HaGedolim, Chida
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2) If you think of any other questions regarding [Talmudic] laws and [later] rulings, |
am ready to respond [to you, as well as] to anyone who asks. These are things that |
enjoy. Tesh. Maharam Lublin 18
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3) To the very spirit of our nostrils, the desire of our eyes, the wonder of our
generation, the glory of our exile, the great Gaon in Israel, R. Livo, of the holy
community, the mother city in Israel, Prague, may Hashem spread His canopy of peace
over it. . . . At the past fair of Gramenitz, 1603, | received whole bundles of rulings and
writings. The primary one was the ruling that was issued by the great court of his majesty
regarding . . . the agunah, the wife of R. Yehudah b. Yaakov. . . .. Tesh. Maharam
Lublin 51
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4) Regarding the case of a certain man who had held the position of Arendain
Horodnafor some years now . . . and was expelled from there . . . by the nobleman . . .

[ The question is] whether another man is allowed to purchase the privilege of being an
Arenda or not. Because of the enormous difficultiesthat | face at present, asit isthe
beginning of the semester (zman) at the yeshiva, . . . | will answer you in brief. . . . [Since
he was expelled, the original Arenda] no longer has any rights to his former position.
Tesh. Maharam Lublin 62
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5) Most of my disciples are now heads of yeshivas (Roshei Y eshiva) and lega
authorities (Morei Horoah) in Israel. Tesh. Maharam Lublin 88
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6) Regarding that which they told your honor in the name of R. Shlomo Luria
(Maharshal), which isin direct contradiction to that which | wrote, itis difficult to
believe that such a statement could issue forth from such a holy mouth as his. If he
actually did make such a statement, [then the principle,] "One doesn't refute the statement
of alion (a great sage) after his death” [applies, and | retract what | said.] Tesh.
Maharam Lublin 113

C. Rav Shmuel Aidels
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1) Rav Shmuel Aidels (Maharsha), an extraordinary Rabbinic scholar, the Av Bais
Din of the community of Ostrog, passed away in the year (1616) 1631. He composed
Chidushei Halachos, [a commentary] to most of the Talmud. Its[shining] light guides all
of those who study Gemora and Tosefos in depth. Hisinsights are quoted amongst the
Rabbis and their disciples, especially throughout Germany and Morocco, whereiitis
especialy beloved and is the focus of their studies. He also composed Chidushei
HaAgados. It isamajor source for preachers and authors of homiletic works. | have also
heard that he composed awork of responsa. Shem HaGedolim, Chida
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2) To he whose radiance is like that of Moshe (lit. the son of Bisya, the daughter of
Pharoah), my dear friend and mechutan (their children married each other), the exalted
prince, the pride of the generation, the lamp of Israel, the exilarch, and Rosh Mesivta, R.
Shmuel Segal, may Hashem protect and redeem him. . . . What happened in the past is
over and done with. Love has the power to cover over al of [our] past sinsand we finally
became fast friends (See Kiddushin 30b) These are the words of one who is extremely
harried, your mechutan and committed friend. Tesh. Maharam 126
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3)  The chilukim of thisgeneration . . . are merely empty casuistic ( pilpul) exercises.
Each one's [sol€] intention is to refute [the argument of | his colleague. . . . Such a pilpul
only pushes a person farther from the truth and never lets him realize his desired goal.

M ahar sha, Chidushe Agados, Bava M etzia 85a
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4)  Thisstatement contains within it the secret of the transmigration of souls. If a
person did not purify himself in this lifetime, he will be placed up to three timesin other
bodies so that his soul may be purified there. Mahar sha, Chidushe Agados, Shabbos
152b
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5) On the fifth of Kislev, 5392 (1631), the holy man, the teacher of the King, died
and was put to rest here. An artisan the son of an artisan ( nagar bar nagar ), the wonder
of the generation, the pure crown (turban), the Rabbinic scholar, who was distinguished
through his wisdom, humility, and his fear of G-d. He was renowned from one end of the
world (the rising of the sun) to the other (the setting of the sun). By virtue of his casuistry
and incisiveness, he enlightened all of the scholars of Israel through his great work
[Chidushei Halachos], in which he shared his novel insights on the Gemora and the
commentaries of Rashi and Tosefos. The Gaon, the lamp of Israel, the glory of the
generation, R. Shmuel Eliezer b. R. Y ehudah Hal evi, was asked to join the heavenly
academy. He died through a Divine kiss, his soul soared to the Heavens, and was buried
with honor on Sunday, the fifth of Kislev, 5392.  Inscription on the gravestone of R.
Shmuel Aidels



