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THELIGHT OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons
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D DIGNITY GITTIN 11A
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What is meant by the text, Then the L-rd G-d formed [vayitzer] man? [The word
vayitzer] iswritten with two yuds?. .. R. Shimon b. Pazzi said: Woe is me because of
my Creator [yotzri], woe is me because of my evil inclination [yitzri]! Berachos6la
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And you shall lovethe L-rd your G-d with all your heart etc. *With all your heart means
with your two impulses, the evil impulse as well as the good impulse. Berachos 54a
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A slave prefers acommon woman; she allows him to take liberties, sheis at his beck and
cal, she shows no modesty. Gittin 11a
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R. Berona stated in the name of Rav: Concerning the man who sleeps in aroom in which
husband and wife rest Scripture says. The women of My people ye cast out from their
pleasant houses. This, R. Y oseph said, applies even to the time when ones wifeis
menstruant. Rava said: If one's wife is menstruant may a blessing come upon him. This,
however, is not very logical, for who watched him until that time? Eiruvin 63b
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R. Shimon b. Yohai observed: There are four [types] which the Holy One, blessed be He,
hates, and as for me, | do not love them . . . the man who has intercourse in the presence
of any living creature. ‘Even’, said Rab Y ehudah to Shmuel, ‘in the presence of mice?
... the other replied, ‘no; but [the reference isto] a house like that of So and so where
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they have intercourse in the presence of their men-servants and maidservants'. . . .
Rabbah son of R. Huna used to chase away the wasps from his curtained bed. Abaye
drove away the flies. Rabba chased away the mosquitoes. Nidah 17a
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Rami b. Hama citing R. Assi further ruled: A manisforbidden to compel hiswife to the
[marital] obligation, sinceit issaid in Scripture: And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth.
(Proverbs 19) R. Yehoshuab. Levi similarly stated: Whosoever compels his wife to the
[marital] obligation will have unworthy children. Said R. Ika b. Hinena: What is the
Scriptural proof? ‘ Also without consent the soul is not good.” (Proverbs 19) So it was
also taught: Also without consent the soul is not good, refers to a man who compels his
wife to the [marital] obligation: And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth, refersto the
man who has intercourse twice in succession. But, surely, this cannot be right! For did
not Raba state, ‘He who desires al his children to be males should cohabit twicein
succession’ ?— Thisis no difficulty, since the latter deals with the woman's consent;
whereas the former, without her consent. Eiruvin 100b
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And | will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me. R.
Levi said: Thisrefersto children belonging to the following nine categories: children of
fear, of outrage, of a hated wife, one under a ban, of a woman mistaken for another, of
strife, of intoxication [during intercourse], of a mentally divorced wife, of promiscuity,
and of a brazen woman. Nedarim 20b
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R. llawas once walking up the stairs of the house of Rabbah b. Shila, when he heard a
child reading the verse: For, lo, He that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind,
and declareth unto man what his conversation was. He said: A slave Master declaresto
him his conversation, is there any remedy for him? — What is the meaning of [the
expression] ‘What his conversation was' ? — Rav said: Even the superfluous
conversation between aman and hiswife is declared to a person in the hour of his death.
But isit so? Now behold R. Kahanaonce lay down beneath the bed of Rav, and he heard
him converse and jest and perform his needs. [ Thereupon] he said: The mouth of Rav is
like that of one who has not tasted any food. Said [Rav] to him: Kahana, get out, thisis
unseemly! — Thereis no contradiction: In the one case [it is| where he has to procure her
favour, in the other, where he has no need to procure her favour. Chagigah 5b
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R. Shmuel b. Nachmani citing R. Y ochanan stated: A woman who solicits her husband to
the [marital] obligation will have children the like of whom did not exist even in the
generation of Moses. For of the generation of Mosesit iswritten: Get you from each one
of your tribes, wise men and understanding, and full of knowledge, and then it follows:
So | took the heads of your tribes, wise men and full of knowledge. while men of
‘understanding’ he could not find, whereas in the case of Leah it iswritten in Scripture,
‘And Leah went out to meet him, and said: Thou must come unto me, for | have surely
hired thee,” and subsequently it iswritten, ‘ And of the children of Issachar, men that had
understanding of the times, to know what Isragl ought to do, the heads of them were two
hundred, and al their brethren were at their commandment.” But can that be right?
seeing that R. Yitzchok b. Avdimi stated: Eve was cursed with ten curses, sinceit is
written: Unto the woman He said, and | will greatly multiply, which refersto the two
drops of blood, one being that of menstruation and the other that of virginity, ‘thy pain’
refersto the pain of bringing up children, ‘and thy travail’ refers to the pain of
conceptions ‘in pain thou shalt bring forth children’ isto be understood in its literal
meaning, ‘and thy desire shall be to thy husband’ teaches that a woman yearns for her
husband when he is about to set out on ajourney, ‘and he shall rule over thee' teaches
that while the wife solicits with her heart the husband does so with his mouth, this being
afinetrait of character among women? — What was meant is that she ingratiates herself
with him. Eiruvin 100b
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It was taught: R. Meir used to say, Why did the Torah ordain that the uncleanness of
menstruation should continue for seven days? Because being in constant contact with his
wife [a husband might] develop aloathing towards her. The Torah, therefore, ordained:
Let her be unclean for seven days in order that she shall be beloved by her husband as at
the time of her first entry into the bridal chamber. Nidah 31b
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Her food, her raiment, and her conjugal times, shall not be diminished. Exodus 21:10
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The times for conjugal duty prescribed in the Torah are: For men of independence, every
day; for laborers, twice aweek; for donkey-drivers, once aweek; for camel-drivers, once
in thirty day; For sailors, once in six months. Kesubos 61b
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Blessed art Thou, O L-rd our G-d, King of the Universe, who has sanctified us by His
commandments and has commanded us concerning the forbidden relations and has
forbidden unto us the betrothed and has allowed unto us the wedded through [the
marriage] canopy and sanctification. R. Ahathe son of Rava, concludesit in the name of
Rav Y ehudah, [with the words]: Blessed art Thou, O L-rd, who sanctifies Israel through
canopy and sanctification. Kesubos 7b
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And Adam said, Thisis now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall aman leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh. Genesis 2:23-24
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For aMaster has said: He who beholds goodly creatures (thisincludes a beautiful

woman) should say. ‘Blessed be He who hath created such in His universe.” But iseven
mere looking permitted? The following can surely be raised as an objection: ‘ Thou shalt
keep thee from every evil thing’ [implies] that one should not ook intently at a beautiful
woman, even if she be unmarried, or at amarried woman even if she be ugly, nor a a
woman's gaudy garments, nor at male and female donkeys, or a pig and a sow, or at fowls
when they are mating. Avodah Zarah 20a
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Why did your wife come out well bedecked to meet you, Sir, when you entered the city?
Hereplied: In order that | might not set my eyes on any other woman. Taanis 23b
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A Tannataught: R. Eliezer b. Y aakov said: A man must not marry awoman if itishis
intention to divorce her, for it iswritten, (Proverbs 3) Devise not evil against thy
neighbor, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. Yevamos 37b

B.
D5 PRW DY ,73mHRI 199DR XK NOYA ORI LILMPA NIVT VIR T WINR XWIW WIT)
.2°%7 O°0D .NTIW NIVIRR

‘Do not cook in apot in which your neighbour has cooked.” What does that mean? [Do
not marry] adivorced woman during her husband's lifetime. For a Master said: When a
divorced man marries a divorced woman, there are four mindsin the bed. Alternatively,
[it refers] even to awidow, for not all fingers are alike. Pesachim 112a
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It has been taught: R. Meir used to say: As men differ in their treatment of their food, so
they differ in their treatment of their wives. Some men, if afly fallsinto their cup, will
put it aside and not drink it. This corresponds to the way of Papus b. Judah who used,
when he went out, to lock his wife indoors. Another man, if afly fallsinto his cup, will
throw away the fly and then drink the cup. This corresponds to the way of most men who
do not mind their wives talking with their brothers and relatives. Another man, again, if a
fly falsinto his soup, will squash it and eat it. This corresponds to the way of a bad man
who sees his wife go out with her hair unfastened and spin cloth in the street with her
armpits uncovered and bathe with the men. Bathe with the men, you say? — It should be,
bathe in the same place as the men. Such aoneit isareligious duty to divorce, asit says,
because he hath found some unseemly thing in her . . . and he sendeth her out of his
house. Gittin 90a
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The one who taught ‘he whispered it’ thought that the reason was in order that scholars
might not always be with their wiveslike roosters. Berachos 22a
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Said R. Hanan, the son of Rav: All know for what purpose a bride is brought into the
bridal chamber, but whoever disgraces his mouth and utters aword of folly-even if a
[Divine] decree of seventy years of happiness were sealed [and granted] unto him, it is
turned for him into evil. Kesubos 8b



